THIS amiable alien
has just travelled
countless light years
across the limitless
gulfs of intergalactic
5ﬁage in little more

n two hubcaps, a
dustbin lid and the top
of a wok.

Nol much, you might
think, to fend up
ravaging cosmic rays,
hard radiation and the
odd passing meteor,

And you would be right:
the whole thing is a
fake.

This photograph was

set up in less than 30
manutzs——und that

.'wlurlﬂ the Lime taken
o make the flying
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NOT ALL SAUCER-
SPOTTEHS HAVE THEIR HEADS IN THE CLOUDS

s .5 &

f'f

r R

.z-n-q-k

DX mbl &

VIR - “1&?

S u.‘(’ el 3

Lpadty,

Creepy . .. but would you have been fooled?

saucer and octopedal
alien — to show just
bow easy it is to ool the
credulous.

The chap in the
picture ISreal — he is
John Spencer, a high-

accountant and

rlurer who is also
director of The British
UFO Research
Association, treasurer
of the Ihternational
Commitlee for UFO
Research and research
Wcin!int for the

utual UFO Network.

He is co-editor of
Phenomenon
(Futura,£3.95), a
serious attempt Lo bring
together all the strands
of ufology (serious and
Imnf'r and come to some
conclusion

Ill earth being visited

ETs? Do UFQs
l Jnidentilied Flying
Ob)edsl exist, and what
are they? And if they
are visitors from Out
There, what on earth do
they want with us?

Nutters

John is at pains to
emphasise that
members of BUFORA,
ICHUR and MUFON
lovely names for a
space opera series) are
senaible, scientifically
based researchers.

Regrettably, he says
gloomily, everyone
seems Lo include them
in the same calegory as
the | Married a Monster
from Ouler Space

wn to earth for

UFO hunters
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entertaining tabloid
readers.

The fake pictured
here was made just to
show how easily it can
be done. Those pictures
of UFOs which aren’t
clouds, birds of static
electricity are usually
fnur;d t: mod!cls
tric olography or
farmlrar ubf:cu givena
new slant by clever use
of long lenses

Special efTects master
Martin Bower, who
made this one, wasn't
really trying very hard.
"Give me a lew days
and a reasonable budget
and I'll build the full-
size crafl and get it into
the air without wires,”
he says.

"Photographic
evidence is nol enough
on its own,” adds John,
a fasl-talking and
apparently hard-headed
businessman with a
healthy eynicism about
UFO reports.

“There are no really
fﬂod pholographs of

JFOs and one wcndsu

easy-lo-operate
cameras, We do demand
hard evidence, and that
fsn't easy to come by."”

Phenomenon tries to
sum up the state of
ufology after 40 years of
silting the sensational
from the sensible

At the end of it there
is a small core of
sightings, reports and
pictures which are still
unexplained.

Stuffy

"We don't get much
atllention from the
national press because
they look on us as too
serfous and stully,” sald
John.

“They would prefer
slories ol aliens
invading pcople'n back
gardens.”

John feels personally
that UFOs do exist in
the sense that there are
unidentified objects that
fly. As to what they are,
he has come to no
conclusion
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space? Possibly,
although again there is
no evidence.
Atmospheric efTcls?
Microwave rodiation?
Who knows?

“Phenomencon is
really nol about UFOs
but aboul people,” says
John.
*Over the past 40
ﬁran millions of people
ave seen something
they can't understand
and a large number felt
they had to seck out
someone and tell them
about it.

*It could be a search
fo:;dwmelhmg Lo replace

All the wilder stories
are carefully and
solemnly silled in
Phenomenon, which
argues strongly for
constructive scepticism.

"We need hard
evidence,” insists John.

“There is a slrong case
for serious scientific
investigation of UFOs
Il we could prove their
were exira-terrestrials,
no one would be happier



